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TWELFTH MEETING OF PARTNERS OF THE EAST ASIAN – AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY PARTNERSHIP 
Cebu, Philippines, 8-14 November 2025 

 
 

Document 19 - Addendum 11 
 

Recommendations from the TSc Chair for the appointment of Technical Advisory 

Group (TAG) members 2025-2027 by Partners 

 

Submitted by Technical Advisory Group  

 

Background 

 

1. Under the Terms of Reference of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG), TAG is composed of 10 wetland 

and waterbird experts, nominated by and appointed by Partners at each MOP.  

 

2. The Chair of TAG may also appoint additional “invited experts” to participate fully in the work of TAG. 

 

3. Following the call to Partners for nominations of suitable experts, Partners nominated 11 wetland and 

waterbird experts for consideration by Partners for TAG 2025-2027 membership. Information on each of 

these persons has been provided to Partners in MOP12 DOC. 19 rev1. 

 

4. Four of these nominations are re-nominations of current (2023-2025) TSc members. The other seven 

persons are new nominations. 

 

5. During MOP12 the Management Committee and Meeting Committee have requested the TSc Chair to 

provide advice and recommendations to Partners on the appointment of the TAG 2025-2027. This is 

provided below. 

 

Considerations for the appointment of TAG members 

 

6. The following general considerations should be taken into account in selecting nominated persons for 

recommendations to Partners for TAG appointment (in line with the TAG Terms of Reference): 

 

i. So as to ensure that there is both continuity of TAG experience and new expertise, it is important to 

re-appoint some current TSc members for a second term (re-appointments); 

 

ii. Amongst the appointed members there should be as wide as possible a range of different types of 

waterbird and wetland expertise;  

 
1 Note: In accordance with the adopted MOP12/DD.4 Terms of Reference of the Technical Sub-Committee (TsC) 
the names of the sub-committee has been updated to the Technical Advisory Group (TAG). This report uses the 
updated name. 
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iii. A geographical balance (from both across the Flyway Partnership region, and wider, as appropriate) 

should be achieved; and 

 

iv. Gender balance should be achieved, as far as possible. 

 

TSc Chair recommendations for TAG appointments 2025-2027 

 

7. Taking into account the general considerations set out above, the following nominees are 

recommended for appointment/re-appointment to the TAG 2025-2027: 

 

A. Re-appointments of TAG members: 

 

Nominee Country (in which based) 

Mr Bena Smith United Kingdom 

Dr Sayam Chowdhury Bangladesh 

Mr Spike Millington USA 

Prof Cao Lei China 

 

B. Appointments of new TAG members: 

 

Nominee Country (in which based) 

Dr Naya Brangenberg New Zealand 

Dr Birgita Hansen Australia 

Dr Hwa-Jung Kim RoK 

Mr Ward Hagemeijer Netherlands 

Prof Lei Guangchun China 

Dr Piyakarn Teartisup Thailand 

 

C. Appointment as a TAG invited expert: 

 

Nominee Country (in which based) 

Prof Zhang Zhengwang China 

 

D. “Permanent observers” 

 

8. The TAG TOR provides that representatives of other regional waterbird flyway initiatives are invited to 

participate in the TAG as permanent observers. To date the following have been invited as such 

permanent observers: 

 

WHSRN: Dr Rob Clay 

Ramsar Secretariat: Dr Beom-Sik Yoo  

AEWA Secretariat: Mr Sergey Dereliev 

CMS Secretariat - invited 
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9. As these persons are permanent observers they do not need to be re-appointed at each MOP. 

 

Other considerations 

 

10. Once the new TAG is appointed, its members decide who to elect as their TAG Chair and Vice-Chair, 

preferably before the end of the MOP at which they have been appointed. 

 

 

 

 


